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STAFF REPORT 

From the Department of Community Development 
September 2, 2025 

CASE NUMBER: SUSE-0122-2025 

APPLICANT:  Houston County Habitat for Humanity 

REQUEST: A Special Exception to reduce minimum house square footage 

LOCATION:  1113 Jewell Drive; Tax Map No. 0P0300 014000 

 
REQUEST ANALYSIS: Prior to applying for a building permit for 1113 Jewell Dr, the applicant is requesting an 

approval for reduced house square footage for the house planned for this lot. The request, if approved, would reduce 
the minimum house size from 1500 square feet to 1100 square feet on this parcel. They indicate the square footage of 

their smallest houses are: 

• 786 square feet for a two-bedroom house; 

• 980 square feet for a three-bedroom house; and 

• 1100 square feet for a four-bedroom house. 
 

 
STANDARDS FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Does the proposed use comply with the Comprehensive Plan and other adopted plans applicable to the subject 

property?  The subject property is in a “Traditional Neighborhood” character area in the 2022 Joint 

Comprehensive Plan. This character area consists of older houses in areas that are within walking distance of 

amenities but often require additional maintenance and revitalization to help maintain the neighborhoods’ 
stability. Suggested development patterns include “well-designed development that blends into existing 

neighborhoods,” “residential development with a healthy mix of uses within easy walking distance,” and housing 
“opportunities for small households.” 

 
2. Will the proposed use impact traffic volume or traffic flow and pedestrian safety in the vicinity?  Habitat 

neighborhoods typically consist of a variety of houses sizes and values. Constructing any new house in these 
neighborhoods will not negatively impact traffic volume or flow, or pedestrian safety. 

 
3. Will the hours and manner of operation of the proposed use impact nearby properties and uses in the vicinity? No 

negative impact is expected from the proposed use. It will be a single-family home, as the others in the 
neighborhood. 

 

4. Will parking, loading/service, or refuse collection areas of the proposed use impact nearby properties and uses in the 
vicinity, particularly with regard to noise, light, glare, smoke, or odor? Because Habitat is only building one house, 
the reduced house size would not have an impact on surrounding areas regarding noise, light, glare, smoke, or 
odor. 

 
5. Will the height, size, and/or location of proposed structures be compatible with the height, size, and/or location of 

structures on nearby properties in the vicinity? The neighborhoods Habitat builds in consist of a variety of house 
sizes.  Houses in the vicinity of 1113 Jewell Dr range from just over 770 square feet to 1200 square feet.   
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6. Is the parcel a sufficient size to accommodate the proposed use and the reasonable future growth of the proposed 
use? The parcel is sufficient size to accommodate the proposed house size. No future growth is expected for the 

use. 

 
7. Whether the proposed use will cause an excessive burden on existing streets, utilities, city services, or schools. Police 

and Fire already provide service to the existing neighborhoods in which Habitat builds. As vacant, platted lots, 
impact on public facilities has already been addressed. 

 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of the special exception to reduce the size of the proposed 
house at 1113 Jewell Dr to 1100 square feet. 
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